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It was a long time coming, 
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but when the magnificent 10 foot 
bronze-cast statue of Mary McLeod 
Bethune was unveiled to the world 

in Lincoln Park, Washington, D.C., 

the thirteen year struggle of the 
National Council of Negro Women ? 
(NCNW) to get funds for the monu- 

ment climaxed in glory. The 


glowing $400,000 monument is a 
FIRST for a Blackigerson OF a 
woman on public land in the 
nation's capital. 


More than 25,000 people 
were present to witness the un- 
veiling of the Robert Berks' 
rendering of Ms. Bethune -- 
her right hand holding a cane, 
her left hand outstretched 
passing on her legacy to two 
young children, a boy and girl. 

Besides founding NCNW, Ms. 
Bethune founded the Daytona 
Education and Industrial Train- 
ing School for Negro Girls in 
1904 which is now Bethune- 
Cookman College. She has ad- 
vised four Presidents ona 
wide range of issues including 
child welfare and youth. 


BWOA will have its name 
inscribed on a plaque that will 
be placed on the monument be- 
cause we made a contribution. 

Dorothy Height, NCNW 
President said that the presence 
of the monument represents the 
convergence of two very impor- 
tant emphases “- the long overdue 
recognition of Black women. 


ELAYNE’S DEFENSE 


BWOA members are still "drumming 
up" support for ELAYNE JONES, the 
San Francisco Symphony's talented 
tympanist who is suing to obtain 


tenure. Feet are "doing their 
thing" as BWOA members "woman" 


the picket lines for Elayne. To 


date, the group has marched in 


front of the Opera House and the 


Musicians' Local. Next on the 


agenda is a picket line at Lowell 
High School on July 31 at 9:30 in 
the morning where the symphony is 


scheduled to perform. Two new 


feet are always welcome, so get 
into your walking shoes and join 


Committee Coordinator Miranda 


Slade and others in letting the 


public know that Elayne needs 
help. Contributions are being 


accepted by BWOA for the Elayne 


Jones Defense Fund (or if you 
are in the tax bracket where a 


deduction is helpful, make your 
check out to: Afro-American Music 
Opportunities Association, Ine. ) 
and send to BWOA, P.O. Box 15072, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94115. BWOA 
welcomes the support from Omega 


Psi Phi's L2th District which 


passed a resolution applauding 


BWOA for its activities in be- 


half of Elayne Jones, added the 
District's support and sent the 


message off to the Symphony, 
Musicians' Local 6, the local 
news media and BWOA. 


SAPPHIRES SHINE 


19 women and 18 Blacks made 
Time Magazine's list of "200 
Faces for the Future"---people 
under 45 destined to leave 
their unique mark on the soci- 
ety. The "overlap" in the 
women/Black selections were 
four outstanding Black women-- 


Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, Marian 


Wright Edelman, Barbara Jordan 


and Eleanor ,Holmes Norton. All 
four are lawyers, and they shone 
in a group which too frequently 


included very mediocre white 
men. 
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1. Yvonne Brathwaite 
Burke: 


First Black 
woman ever 
elected to 

the California 
Assembly and 
tosthe U.s. 
Congress. An 
attorney, 
Yvonne gained 
national atten- 
tion chairing 
sessions of the 1972 Demo- 
cratic Convention. ie 


2. Marian Wright Edelman 


A “legal 
eagle", with 
an impress- 
ive record 
of achieve- 
ments. The 
first Black 
woman admitted: 
to the bar in ¥ 
Mississippi. _~ = 
3. Barbara C. Jordan 


A "hard 
worker" and 
an articulate 
voice in 
Congress from 
Texas. Started 
in politics 
stamping 
* envelopes for 
; 4 Kennedy- 
Johnson in 1960; elected 
to the Texas Senate in 1966 
and to Congress in 1972. 


4. Eleanor Holmes Norton 


Head of the 
New York 

City Human 
Rights 
Commission 

and long 

time civil 
libertarian. 

A Yale trained 
lawyer, she has ‘e 2, 
fought sex and -4#2 
race discrimination. 


| READ IT! 


In the next 2-3 years, ALICE 
WALKER's Stories of Black Women 
in Love and Trouble will find 
its way onto the required read- 
ing list for serious scholars 
of Black psychology, Black lit- 
erature and Black women's stud- 
ies. Each of the stories is a 
smoky gem that, under close in- 
spection, emits its own distinct, 
faceted light. ALICE WALKER 
holds the Black woman up to the 
light and the mystery of her 
tragic nature and all her smol- 
dering passions is exposed in 
its entirety. 


They are simple and troubled like 
Roselilly, a country girl who, in 

a bid for respectability and secur- 
ity for her four children, marries 
a Moslem. They are ignorant and 
desperate like Ronnie Toomer who 
goes to get some strong "horse 

tea" as a last measure to save 

her only child. 


In actuality, ALICE WALKER is 
exposing only the "dark side" of 
the Black woman. Now, who will 
bear witness to the Black woman's 
humor, to all her good times? 
Who will tell the stories of our 
mothers in the thirties and the 
forties, laughing with shining 
eyes, flowers in their pressed 
hair, stepping out to the Cotton 
Club and the Savoy? Who will 
record the whispered secrets of 
little Black giggly girls at 
pajama parties? 


And will not someone speak of 
the Black women today and of the 
Black sisterhood that gives 
strength and credibility to all 
Black endeavors? 


Reviewed by: Carole Bowns 


* 


Read a good book lately? Do a 
book review for "What It Is"! 


WORTH READING... 
| Sasa 


MS. MAGAZINE, August 1974 


Now on the stands, this issue 
is absolutely required reading. 


*The beautiful smile of Ac- 
tress Cicely Tyson adorns the 
cover. 


*YVONNE explores some of Ms. 
Tyson's attitudes about her craft 
and the roles she has played, 
and/or refused to play. 


*Our own AILEEN HERNANDEZ has 
written an article entitled 
"Small Change for Black Women." 


*A recently discovered narra- 
tive written by a slave woman, 
Linda Brent (1818 - 1896), who 
was taught to read and. write 
by a "kind mistress" is yet 
another article. 


*"Letters to the Editor" zero 
in on Black women's impressions 
of the national conference of the 
National Black Feminist Organiza- 
tion. All are fascinating, but 
the letter from Alice Walker (see 
"I READ IT" column) is a gem! 


*"Stories for Free Children", 
written by Eloise Greenfield, is 
about courageous ROSA PARKS. It 
is good reading for any child. 


* 


CIVIL RIGHTS DIGEST, Spring 1974 


The U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
has explored "Sexism and Racism" 
from the perspective of racial 
and ethnic minority women and 
men---Blacks, Chicanas, Puerto 
Ricans, Asians and Native 
Americans---in this excellent 
issue of the Civil Rights Digest. 
READ IT! 

* 


Why not write MS. and the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission commend- 
ing them on these issues? 


ADS 


. Sister starting graduate school 
at Berkeley needs*small, cheap 
(but efficient) vehicle for 
transportation to BWOA meetings 
and other places. Contact 
Carole Bowns c/o V. Bradley, 
626-0643. 


Dorothy Ford, a BWOA member, 
needs someone to set her lyrics 
to music--rhythm and blues, 
ballads, ‘calypso, ¢tc. If you 
are interested, contact Ms. Ford 
at 34670421 or 922-8649. 


Available!! A cabin at 
North Shore Lake Tahoe. 
A four bedroom condominium 
that sleeps 12 persons. 
Utensils, linens provided. 
There is an electric 
kitchen, fireplace, access 
to pool and tennis courts. 
The cabin can be rented by 
the week or weekend. 
Anyone interested, contact 
Catherine Marshall at 

567-3799. e 


This is the last of the free 
ads!' We encourage BWOA 
members and others to place 
ads at the rate of $2.50 

per column inch. Send all 


material in to P.O. Box 
15072, San Francisc®, Ca. 
94115 before the 20th of 
each month. 


REMINDER! 31! 


We would like one of our 
BWOA members with artistic 
abilities to design a 
membership card. Please 
contact the membership/ 
procedure xcomm,-- Jennabetn 
Story, Jean Kresy, Maxine 
Ussery, Eleanor Spikes and 
Claudine Harper. 


ANNOUNCING... 


1974 CALIFORNIA BLACK WOMEN'S 
INSTITUTE---CALL FOR COALITION 
sponsored by the National Council 
of Negro Women, Inc. will be helé 
August 11 - 13 at the Senator Ho- 
tel, Sacramento, California. Tak- 
ing direction from the last will 
and testament of Mary McLeod. 
Bethune, the Institute will re- 
spond to her appeal to Black 
people everywhere to recognize 
their common problems and unite to 
solve them. Registration fee is 
$15.00; to register, call Claud- 
ette Pipkins, 666-4752, or Bettye 
Williams, (916) 445-1945 or (916) 
428-3335. 


Appointed in July as a Chaplain 
in the U.S. Army, with the rank 
of Captain, Rev. Alice Henderson, 
a Black minister from Atlanta, be- 
came the first woman to hold such 
a post® 


COLOR THE MUNI BLACK AND GREEN! 
In spite of a lot of fast foot- 
work by folks who got pale at 
the thought of a brother in the 
driver's seat of San Francisco's 
Municipal Railway System, merit 
prevailed and the Public Utili- 
ties Commission named CURTIS E. 
GREEN, SR. as General Manager of 
"Marvelous Muni"---the first 
Black ever named to that post. 
Brother Green, who started as a 
Muni bus driver in 1945 (fresh 
out of the Marine Corps) won out 
over transit experts from all 
over the nation. Announcing 
his intention to make the Muni 

a system which is "safe, court- 
eous and comfortable" the new 
Muni administrator welcomed 
"public input." The BWOA "pub- 
lic" is ready to talk to Brother 
Green about getting more sisters 
in the Muni bus driver's seat! 
Good luck, Manager Green, and 
you'll be hearing from us. It's 
also nice to be able to say a 
loud "right on"-to the PUC who 
did the appointing. 


SOJOURNER TRUTH AWARD -- 
a first! The Black 
Women's Community Develop- 
ment Foundation is 
sponsoring a dinner on 
September 5, 1974 

at the Mayflower Hotel 

in Washington, D. C. 
Chairwomen for the dinner 
are Ruby Dee and Nancy 
Wilson. The foundation 
is asking for nominations 
for the award and these 
nominations are not 
restricted to well known 
Black women. "The 

Awards are for service, 


not popularity," says 

Mrs. Reid, ‘The dinner pr 
$40.00 per plate. If you 
cannot attend, you may 


send tax deductible 
contributions to the 
Black Women's Community 
Development Foundation, 
1028 Connecticut Ave. 
N.W, Suite 1010, 
Washington, D. C. 20036 


A 


The "Women in Apprenticeship" 
Program has placed its first 
Black woman as an electrician's 
apprentice. She is 5 feet tall 
and weighs 98 pounds. To prove 
she could do the work, she bent 
3/4 inch aluminum pipe. 


A 


A new committee has been 
formed -- the BWOA 
Employment Opportunity 
Committee. It.will 

focus on opening up 

new opportunities for 
employment of Black 
women in the Bay Area. 
First task is to zero in 
on city employment and the 
top ten San Francisco 
companies. The committee 
needs more members to 
accomplish its task. If 
you wish to join this 
committee, contact 

Aileen Hernandez at 
387-4221. 


The African American Historical 
and Cultural Society at 680 
McAllister Street presents the 
"Afro-American Art and History 
Exhibition" from July 15 through 
August 31. It features a women's 
pavilion showing doll characters 
with head sculptures by Meta 
Warrick Fuller, a student of Rodin. 
The figures represent 19th and 
20th century Black women leaders. 


A 


Sir Speedy -- at 1432 
Franklin Street in 
Oakland is a sister! 
Donna Senegal manages 

an "instant" printing 
service that includes 
offset printing in color 
or Black and white. [Ff 
you're in the Oakland 
area, Or can get there, 
do your printing business 
with Sister Senegal. 

For further information, 
call 763-5050. 
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Advocates for Women will observe 
August 19th,.-Mary Ellen "Mammy" 
Pleasant's birthday, (@@s its of- 
ficial feminist holiday for 1974. 


A 


The University of California at 
Berkeley and staff invite you to 
participate in the activities of 
the Center for Continuing Educa- 
tion of Women and to make use of 
their facilities. 


The Center has existed for two 
years and is open to both campus 
and community. Counsellors are 
available 5 days each week, froni 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. All the 
services of the Center are free. 
Call 642-4786 for information. 


Items for WHAT IT IS 

should be sent to 
& Valerie Jo Bradley, 4 

L92S3e¢ 1SthosStlisr 

94114 before the 

20th of each month. 


Sadie B. Lee 


"On June 23, 1974, the Pleasant 
Valley Urban Renewal Project was 
dedicated to the memory of Mrs. 
Sadie B. Lee in Childersburg, 
Alabama. Family and friends ar- 
rived from all over these United 
States---U.S. Senator Sparkman, 
a Congressman, and the Mayor of 
Childersburg were there to pay 
tribute. They viewed the Sadie 
» Lee Homes and Sadie Lee Community 
“Center on Sadie Lee Drive. 


"Sadie B. Lee was a remarkable 
Black woman who was born the 
fifth of thirteen children on 
April 27, 1871 in Winterboro, 
Alabama. She is remembered as 
"having done more for her people 
than, perhaps, any other person 
who ever lived in that area.'" 


That's the beginning of an article 
about the Black Alabama matriarch, 
Sadie B. Lee, now being written 

by BWOA member Claudine Harper. 

We need more people willing to 
chronicle the life of Black women 
who have not only survived the 
racism and sexism of the society, 
but have overcome! 


 - @ 
JOB ALERT! 


This is a new, and temporary, 
listing of jobs for the infor- 
mation of BWOA members. 


For additional information (such 
as qualifications, company name, 
salary details, etc.) call Ellie, 
387-4233 and ask for ‘the position 
by its number. 


The new Employment Committee of 
BWOA will take over the responsi- 
bility for job listings in the 
coming month. BWOA would like 
to follow up on the results of 
these listings, with applicants 
and with employers. Let us know 
if you applied for any of the 
jobs previously listed. 


Editorial staff: 


(this issue) : 
Carole Bowns, Claudine B. Harper, Aileen C. Hernandez, 
Katherine Nash, Eleanor Spikes and Jennabeth Stor 


3A. 


3B 


oF. 


Position Salary 
Deputy Sheriff $909-1,105 
(San Francisco) 

Lecturer for $979.20- 
English 375 (adv. 1,082.40 
comp., Fall '74, 

Rohnert Park, Ca. 
Coordinator, Re- $15,000 


habilitative Coun- 
cil for Women Inmates 


Outreach Coor. $6,000 
(Sacramento) 

Instructor, Auto $9,500- 
Body Repair (Bur- 17,500 
lingame) 

Admin. Asst. I to $12,384- 
Controller (San 15,060 


Francisco) 


Test Programmer 
Analyst 


Software Test Analyst 
Software Analyst 


Computer Programmer 
Analyst #1 


Computer Programmer 
Analyst #2 


Computer Programmer 
Analyst #3 
(Sunnyvale, Ca.) 


Campus Peace Of- $954- 
ficer, Range A or 1217 
B (San Francisco) 


Assistant Gen. Mgr. 
Operations (San Fran- 
cisco) 


Assoc. Directors 
(2 positions) 

1. Education Planning 
2. Research 

(San Francisco) 


$34,000 


